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With Re-Emergence in Full Swing,  
We Have Reason to Celebrate

We’re more than halfway through what still feels like a new year to me, 
and I couldn’t be more excited! The energy and momentum are flowing 
through the Make-A-Wish team, volunteers, wish kids and families. As 
we navigate a new normal, together our team is continuing to make 
wishes a reality and expanding the types of wishes that can be granted 
for our wish kids—with the health and safety for all being our first priority. 

While some wishes are still on hold for our wish kids, we can grant 
certain wishes in locations that allow safe social distancing. My 
vision for the remainder of 2021 is still a confident one: to continue 
increasing the number of wishes granted. Knowing that we have 
a strong, resilient team backing us up gives me an extra boost of 
optimism. We’ve been working on our long-term strategic plan, which 
will be implemented starting in September. The goal is to increase 
our donations each fiscal year and ultimately reach $6M for FY25 for 
Make-A-Wish Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties. I am 
confident we will achieve this goal with the support of our generous 
donors, community partners and volunteers.

We are off to a great start this year, but we must keep momentum on 
our side. Bolstered by your spirit and support of our mission and vision, 
I know we can make an even greater impact on wish kids in Orange, 
Riverside and San Bernardino counties.

Thank you for your continued support of the important and meaningful 
work we do. Together, we stand to change even more lives with the 
joy of wishes.

Granting wishes together,

"BOLSTERED BY 

YOUR SPIRIT AND 

SUPPORT OF 

OUR MISSION 

AND VISION, I 

KNOW WE CAN 

MAKE AN EVEN 

GREATER IMPACT 

ON WISH KIDS 

IN ORANGE, 

RIVERSIDE 

AND SAN 

BERNARDINO 

COUNTIES."

PS: Once again, thank you for all you do. We rely on your generosity and shared 
passion for the essential work we do to give wish kids a much-needed break 
from visits to the doctor, treatments and thinking about their diseases. Please 
consider a donation or encourage a gift from friends, family and coworkers at 
OCIE.Wish.Org/Ways-to-Help or return the attached donation envelope.



Joshua 
Orange
Wish granted March 26, 2021

Being six years old and battling a 
blood and bone marrow cancer 
takes immense courage and a 
lot of family support. Thankfully, 
Joshua has plenty of both. When 
the pandemic disrupted his 
routine of going to play arcade 
games after his treatments, 
Make-A-Wish and Dave and 
Buster’s brought Joshua’s 
favorite game to him. On his 
wish granting day, he and his 
brothers were beyond excited 
about their favorite game 
being at their fingertips. Joshua 
and his parents even made an 
appearance on “Good Day LA” 
for World Wish Day! Thank 
you, Dave & Buster’s, for your 
partnership and support.

I wish to have DJ equipment
Shane, 17

wish granted, 2020
carcinoma

Shane 
San Bernardino
Wish granted November 18, 2020

Shane, 17, lives with carcinoma. Music 
has helped Shane keep his spirits up; 
to the point that during treatment, 
his nurses would ask him to talk with 
younger patients to help them stay 
hopeful. Shane’s wish? DJ equipment! 
Since his wish was granted, he’s been 
making some amazing mixes after school 
almost every day. His bright personality 
shined on the Make-A-Wish Wednesday 
segment on KTLA in March!

I wish to have 
an arcade game
Joshua, 6
wish granted, 2021
cancer



THE NORRIS GROUP

Partnerships that go beyond
“The Norris Group’s success goes beyond real estate; it’s grounded in giving, which 
began when our founder, Bruce Norris’ wife was battling cancer. He and their 
son Aaron sought organizations to partner with to honor Norris’ courage and 
tenacity. Our philanthropic journey began with an event for Susan G. Komen, then 
expanded to Make-A-Wish and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Our mission 
is about brightening the lives who find themselves in some very dark places. At 
our gala, we raised more than $70,000 with 100 percent of the proceeds going to 
Make-A-Wish OCIE and St. Jude. We reached our goal of $1 million in total funds 
raised at a time when support was needed. Make-A-Wish means the world to us. 
We are proud to be a part of a community that supports wish kids.”

Joey Romero
Investor Relations and Sales, The Norris Group

TIME, TALENT AND TREASURES OF SO MANY HELPS TURN THESE WISHES INTO REALITY

STILL MAKING WISHES POSSIBLE

MATTHEW BORJA

The future is bright for this wish alum 
“My doctor shared some great advice: ‘As hard as it is, in a few years you will 
think about this as a bump in the road. It doesn’t seem like it now and it may feel 
impossible, but things will get better.’ My wish was to give toys and electronics 
to the pediatric unit that gave back to me. Not only was my time at the hospital 
healing; it was lifechanging. Following my wish, I changed my major to healthcare 
administration; I also interned with Make-A-Wish, taking referrals for wish kids and 
entering them into the official system and verifying information. I know firsthand 
that Make-A-Wish gives a ray of light and hope during difficult times.” 

KARLA & JEFF ELDER

The goal of funding one wish has created  
countless memories
“Our goal was to have an event that could cover the cost of one wish, but we raised 
enough to cover seven wishes—that was nearly two decades ago. Jeff has served as 
board chair and as an advisory board member. Karla has been a powerful connection 
as chair of the Women’s Circle of Wishes. Anytime we hear a wish kid speak, it fuels us. 
We find wish kids to be courageous and are amazed at the simple, yet powerful wishes. 
Being parents and grandparents, we are motivated by the balancing act that wish parents 
master, from being the best they can be and providing a constant source of support.”

Pictured above:  
Aaron and Bruce Norris



I wish to have 
a gaming 
system
Akeyleighz, 4
wish granted, 2020
cardiac condition

Akeyleighz
San Bernardino
Wish granted November 9, 2020

Akeyleighz is the epitome of small but 
mighty. This four-year-old is braving 
his way through heart failure. When 
asked what his deepest wish would be, 
he wished to have a gaming system. 
Gaming each day is more than a fun 
distraction for Akeyleighz. Strategizing 
and playing helps him build the mental 
strength and energy to keep fighting.

Jazmin
Corona
Wish granted March 29, 2021

For 18-year-old Jazmin, who 
lives with end-stage renal 
disease, fashion is a big deal. 
So when asked what her most 
heartfelt wish would be, she 
wished to have a shopping 
spree. Her wish was granted, 
complete with a red-carpet 
welcome at Macy’s Galleria 
at Tyler in Riverside, where 
Jazmin happily looked over 
handpicked clothes and other 
goodies for her unique style. A 
big thanks to Macy’s for their 
continued partnership and 
support to bring smiles to our 
wish kids.

I wish to have a 
shopping spree

Jazmin, 18
wish granted, 2021

end-stage renal disease

Save the 
Dates!

Table for Ten
AUGUST 29, 2021
BOWERS MUSEUM

Make-A-Wish Gala
Exciting news coming soon! Get more details at 

ocie.wish.org/events 


